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them,    I reproduce below the letter1   he has sent to me through
Shri Manilal.
This letter betrays ignorance about some matters. The British
have nothing to do with the issue and the matter ought to have
been brought to the notice of the States concerned in a proper
manner. Shri Manilal says that in Palanpur, Danta and Shirohi
States, he, Manilal, had received full co-operation from the autho-
rities. Shri Motilal and the Bhils also listened to him and he was
sure that they wished to carry on their work in a wholly peaceful
manner. I hope that the Bhils will be satisfied if the States listen
to their complaints and redress their grievances. Assuming that
Shri Motilal has been at fault in some matters, both the Rulers and
the subjects are likely to benefit if this is overlooked and the States
take advantage of the good effects of his work among the Bhils
and pay attention to improving their condition.
PICKETING FOREIGN CLOTH
The letter which I received from Jharia, reminding me of my
promise to write about civil disobedience, contains an item of sad
news also. The correspondent says that the merchants there have
not kept their pledge of not importing foreign cloth. It seems that
the value of a merchant's pledge is as low now as it was high in
ancient times. Reports of the pledge having been broken in this
manner have also come in from Calcutta. In these circumstances,
one wonders what one should do if not picket the shops. I have
no doubt whatsoever that we have a right to resort to peaceful
picketing. I have been opposing such picketing because I know that
picketing which is supposed to be peaceful is not always so.
Moreover, I feel that picketing is improper till there is a general
feeling against the use of foreign cloth. It is also possible that
people will not tolerate the picketing of a practice against which
public opinion has not been fully aroused. This is one side of
the case.
The other side is that, where a pledge has been broken, we
must have some effective means of putting to shame those who
have done so and warning the people against them. There are
two such remedies which can be employed with civility. The first
is picketing and the second is breaking off social relations with the
guilty party. The idea behind both is the same. Society has a
right to sever connections with a merchant who refuses to honour
1 Not translated here. It said that Tejavat had introduced satyagraha
among the* Bhils and this had displeased the authorities in the States,
Neither they nor the British officials paid attention to his pleas.